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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST OP ED ARTICLE BY 
DAVID S. BRODER, JULY 12 HEADED "CARTER AT THE SUMMIT: A 
CLOUD OF DOUBT." 


2. PRESIDENT CARTER IS GOING TO EUROPE THIS WEEK UNDER 
ALMOST THE WORST CIRCUMSTANCES IMAGINABLE. NOT SINCE 
RICHARD NIXON MADE HIS PRE-RESIGNATION VISITS TO MOSCOW 
AND THE MIDDLE EAST HAS AN AMERICAN CHIEF EXECUTIVE CON- 
FERRED WITH HIS COUNTERPARTS AT A MOMENT WHEN THERE WERE 
MORE REASONS FOR SKEPTICISM ABOUT HIS OWN CAPACITY FOR 
LEADERSHIP. 


3. THE SOVIET UNION HAS DRAMATIZED ITS DISDAIN FOR CARTER'S 
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VAUNTED "HUMAN RIGHTS" POLICY BY STAGING SHOWCASE TRIALS 
OF TWO PROMINENT DISSIDENTS AND BY TIGHTENING THE SCREWS ON 
AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS IN MOSCOW. 


4. AT HOME, THE SEND-OFF TO THE ECONOMIC SUMMIT WAS THE 
CONCESSION BY CARTER S OWN TOP ECONOMIC ADVISERS THAT 
INFLATION IN THIS COUNTRY WILL BE WORSE AND ECONOMIC 
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GROWTH SLOWER THAN THEY HAD EXPECTED. 

5. AS IF THAT WERE NOT ENOUGH, CARTER MUST FACE HIS 
FELLOW HEADS OF GOVERNMENT WITHOUT THE NATIONAL ENERGY 
PLAN THAT ALL OF THEM REGARD AS THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT 
EVIDENCE THAT THIS NATION HAS THE WILL AND THE SKILL TO 
ADDRESS THE FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS FACING THE INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMY. 

6. IF THERE IS A SILVER LINING TO THIS DARK CLOUD OF 
DOUBT. IT IS THAT THERE APPEAR TO BE FEW PEOPLE INSIDE 

THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION WHO ARE KIDDING THEMSELVES ABOUT 
THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE SITUATION. 

7. IN THE PAST WEEK, ONE COULD HEAR GRIMLY REALISTIC 
APPRAISALS OF THE PROBLEMS IN U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS, IN 
THE ECONOMY AND THE ENERGY PICTURE, FROM THE MEN WHO 
ADVISE THE PRESIDENT IN EACH OF THOSE AREAS. 

8. WHAT IS NOT CLEAR. HOWEVER, IS WHETHER THOSE MEN - OR 
THE PRESIDENT THEY SERVE - UNDERSTAND THE EXTENT TO WHICH 
THE PRESENT PROBLEMS HAVE BEEN NURTURED BY CARTER'S TEN- 
DENCY TO MORALIZE RATHER THAN MANAGE HIS WAY THROUGH THE 
MORASS OF CONFLICTING INTERESTS AND POWERS IN THE WORLD. 

9. TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IS HAPPENING NOW, IT IS HELPFUL TO 
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LOOK BACK SLIGHTLY MORE THAN A YEAR TO THE TIME IN 1977 
WHEN THE CHARACTERISTIC APPROACHES OF THE CARTER ADMINIS- 
TRATION WERE BEING DEFINED. 

10. WHAT ONE SEES, TIME AND AGAIN, IS THE PRESIDENT CON- 
FUSING THE EXPRESSION OF GOOD INTENTIONS WITH THE 
DEVISING OF A SENSIBLE STRATEGY FOR ACHIEVING HIS GOALS. 

HIS NAIVETE OF CONCEPTION WAS MATCHED BY THE NAIVETE OF 
RISK-MEASUREMENT. CARTER WAS AS RELUCTANT TO GIVE WEIGHT 
TO SERIOUS OPPOSITION AS HE WAS TO HOLD HIS OWN IDEALISM 

UP TO SKEPTICAL SELF-EXAMINATION. 

1 1. AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE OF MARCH 24, 1977, FOR 
EXAMPLE, HE DISCUSSED BOTH U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS AND 
INFLATION IN TERMS THAT ARE ALMOST LUDICROUS WHEN READ 
IN THE LIGHT OF SUBSEQUENT EVENTS. 

12. ON THE EVE OF SECRETARY OF STATE VANCE'S FIRST VISIT 

TO MOSCOW, CARTER SAID THE AGENDA WOULD INCLUDE ACTUAL 
REDUCTIONS IN NUCLEAR ARMS, MUTUAL FORCE REDUCTIONS IN THE 
NATO AREA AND AN ELIMINATION OF ALL NUCLEAR TESTS. 
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13. "WE ARE GOING TO EXPRESS OUR CONCERN ABOUT THE FUTURE 
OF AFRICA AND ASK THE SOVIET UNION TO JOIN WITH US IN 
REMOVING FROM THAT TROUBLED CONTINENT OUTSIDE INTERFER- 

FERENCES WHICH MIGHT CONTRIBUTE TO WARFARE IN THE COUNTRIES 
INVOLVED," THE PRESIDENT SAID. "AND WE WILL START LAYING 
THE GROUNDWORK FOR COOPERATION WITH THE SOVIET UNION AT 
THE GENEVA CONFERENCE WHICH WE HOPE WILL TAKE PLACE CON- 
CERNING THE MIDDLE EAST." 

14. "THESE MATTERS ARE EXTREMELY COMPLEX," HE CONCEDED. 

"WE DON'T KNOW WHETHER OR NOT WE WILL BE SUCCESSFUL AT 
ALL, BUT WE GO IN GOOD FAITH WITH HIGH HOPES. THE SOVIETS 
HAVE BEEN VERY COOPERATIVE UP TO THIS POINT, AND WE ARE 
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PLEASED WITH THEIR ATTITUDE." 

15. THERE IS NOT A HINT IN THE PRESS CONFERENCE OF ANY 
SUSPICION THAT THE SOVIETS WOULD, WITHIN A WEEK, COLDLY 
REJECT CARTER'S AGENDA AND SEND VANCE HOME FROM MOSCOW 
EMPTY-HANDED. MUCH LESS WAS CARTER THINKING THAT HIS 
GRANDIOSE PLANS FOR AFRICA, THE MIDDLE EAST AND EUROPE 
MIGHT BE EXPLODED. 

16. YET THE WARNING SIGNS WERE THERE. AT THIS SAME 

NEWS CONFERENCE, REPORTERS NOTED THAT LEONID BREZHNEV HAD 
REACTED ANGRILY TO CARTER'S HEAVILY PUBLICIZED HUMAN- 
RIGHTS CAMPAIGN AND HAD SAID THAT NORMAL RELATIONS WOULD 
BE "UNTHINKABLE" IF IT CONTINUED. 

17. NO PROBLEM, SAID THE PRESIDENT. THE BREZHNEV SPEECH, 

HE SAID, WAS "VERY CONSTRUCTIVE," AND IF THE SOVIET PRESI- 
DENT MISTAKENLY THOUGHT THE HUMAN-RIGHTS CAMPAIGN WAS AN 
"INTRUSION INTO THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE SOVIET UNION," 

HE, JIMMY CARTER, WOULD BE HAPPY TO ASSURE HIM THAT "I 
DON'T AGREE WITH HIS ASSESSMENT." 

18. AS IF THAT SETTLED EVERYTHING. 

19. WHAT ABOUT INFLATION? ANOTHER QUESTIONER ASKED, 

NOTING THAT EVEN THEN, 15 MONTHS AGO, THE TWO BASIC PRICE 
INDEXES WERE IN THE DOUBLE-DIGIT RANGE. 

20. NO PROBLEM, SAID THE PRESIDENT. "I INTEND TO CUT 

DOWN THE EXPENDITURE OF GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS WELL ENOUGH TO 
BRING ABOUT A BALANCED BUDGET BY 1981. I AM DEEPLY 
COMMITTED TO THIS GOAL. AND I BELIEVE THAT WE WILL HAVE 
UNVEILED, FOR THE NATION TO ASSESS, A COMPREHENSIVE PACK- 
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AGE AGAINST INFLATION WITHIN THE NEXT TWO WEEKS. 

21. THERE WAS, OF COURSE, NO SUCH PACKAGE, AND THE GOAL 

OF A BALANCED BUDGET HAS NOW BEEN OFFICIALLY POSTPONED AT 
LEAST UNTIL 1982. 

22. A MONTH AFTER THAT PRESS CONFERENCE, CARTER WAS BACK 
ON THE AIRWAVES WITH AN ENERGY PLAN HE PROCLAIMED "THE 
MORAL EQUIVALENT OF WAR." 

23. THE FAILURE OF HIS GOVERNMENT TO GAIN CONGRESSIONAL 
APPROVAL OF THAT PLAN RESULTED, LIKE OTHER FAILURES, 

FROM BOTH THE SUBSTANTIVE SHORTCOMINGS OF CARTER S PRO- 
POSALS AND HIS MASSIVE UNDERESTIMATION OF THE OPPOSITION. 
NOW THE ENERGY FAILURE, ALONG WITH INFLATION FEARS AND 

THE DETERIORATING INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE, SPREAD GLOOM OVER 
HIS TRIP TO EUROPE. 

24. ONE CAN ONLY HOPE THAT THE LESSON HAS NOT BEEN LOST. 

END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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